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and from Ulster it spread to Wicklow. In a rebellion at such
a period some massacres were perhaps inevitable; and
modern historians estimate that about four thousand Pro-
testants were killed and that double this number died of
famine or exposure. These figures are horrible enough,
but to the Puritan imagination in England the number of
victims was far greater, and by some people was put at one
hundred thousand, and by others even as high as three
hundred thousand.1 It was natural, therefore, that the
Long Parliament should pass, in angry vengeance, two persecu-
laws against the Irish Catholics, the one declaring that no

toleration should be granted to the Catholic religion in Catholics
Ireland, and the other confiscating two and a half million
acres of land in that country for the benefit of those who
subscribed towards the suppression of the rebellion. The
chief result of such laws, again, was to embitter feeling in
Ireland, and led to many Catholic gentlemen joining in the
rising.
In 1642 the situation was complicated by the outbreak of
the Civil War in England, and affairs in Ireland became so Irish
entangled, owing to the variety of parties, that a brief sum- (fw?49)
mary is hardly possible. It is sufficient to say that Charles,
in the course of the Civil War, made attempts to secure aid
from the Irish, and that a few did come over; but other-
wise nothing definite was done. Then, in 1649, when
Charles was executed, all parties in Ireland combined, for
a brief period, in order to secure the recognition of his son
as king, as the prospect of rule by the " Rump " Parliament
was detested by all alike.
Consequently Cromwell was sent over to subdue Ireland.
But before he arrived a Colonel Jones had defeated the cromwcii
combined army at Ratkmtnes> and the Irish, till they could <i649-50)
gather fresh forces, had to rely on their ability to hold out
in their fortresses.    Cromwell, however, quickly stormed
1 This number is a third more than the total estimated Protestant population
ut Ireland.